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DEBRA UK

DEBRA UK was the world’s first epidermolysis bullosa patient support
organisation, founded in 1978. We are the largest UK funder of EB
resarch and have been committed to a remarkable research journey for
EB - from gene discovery to cutting-edge trials of therapies to control
symptoms and manage complications like cancer.

Find out about:

funding opportunities for 2024 our current
and PPI applications clinic research portfolio

updates on ANz opportunities to promote
2023 applications your work through DEBRA

“ We will fund science of the highest quality that has the potential to deliver for EB
patients. Our priorities are to invest in drug repurposing and drug discovery programmes
to increase our understanding of EB and develop treatments that will slow or stop EB.”

Dr Sagair Hussain



Fu nd i ng Wwe’d like to remind UK

researchers of:

og m MRC/DEBRA jointly

opportuniti funded awards

— Action Medical
Research/DEBRA

. . . . project grants -
We open our 2024 international call for applications on closing date for outline

1 February 2024 with a deadline of 31 March 2024. applications 27 February 2024

Proposals addressing symptom control in EBS are particularly

Medical
encouraged in line with our research strategy towards life-changing E;e':%h

. ounci
treatments and drug repurposing.

medical research
for children

DEBRA project grants of up to £200,000 for 2-3 years.

DEBRA small grant awards of up to £15,000 for 1 year.

DEBRA non-clinical PhD studentship awards of up to
£140,000 for 4 years (UK only).

We strongly encourage PPI in our funding application process. If you wish to discuss your
Join our virtual Applications Clinic on Friday 29t February 2024 proposed research area

to involve our EB community members in your application. in advance of submission,
please contact

Director of Research.



https://www.ukri.org/what-we-do/developing-people-and-skills/mrc/fellowships/jointly-funded-clinical-research-training-fellowships/
https://action.org.uk/research/apply-research-grant/apply-project-grant
https://www.debra.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/application-clinics?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/apply-for-funding?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=3e3256db-0bb8-4018-b41b-3040622cfa69&utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

mailto:sagair.hussain%40debra.org.uk?subject=

2023 applications
update

Applications for our funding more than
doubled from 2022 to 2023. Over £1.8
million of research grants have been
awarded in 2023 for project grants, small
grants and the first DEBRA UK PhD
studentships as part of our commitment to

build a clear career pathway into and
through EB research. We have partnered
with DEBRA groups in France and Ireland
and with independent charities to increase
our impact.

Your applications are appreciated and
carefully considered by our Scientific Grants
Advisory Panel and DEBRA members living
with EB. Applicants have the opportunity

to read and respond to comments from our
external reviewers as part of the process.

I would like to highlight how
important it is for us to read

these comments and improve our
project design and data analysis,
maximising the outputs of the
proposed project. Not all charities
share these comments and | wish
this was a common practice across
funding bodies.

Feedback from a 2023 applicant
for research funding


https://www.debra.org.uk/news/research-expansion-in-2023?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/scientific-grants-advisory-panel?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/scientific-grants-advisory-panel?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/pages/faqs/category/help-us-decide-what-research-we-fund?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/pages/faqs/category/help-us-decide-what-research-we-fund?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23


Our current
research portfolio

It has been a great year for
DEBRA research with our first
award specifically aimed at drug
repurposing, funded through our
A Life Free of Pain appeal.

This project, repurposing apremilast for
people with EBS and an additional
London-based project in partnership with
Action Medical Research for Children,
increases our efforts towards combatting
symptoms of the most common EB subtype,
EBS. An additional three projects were
awarded funding at the end of 2022 as eight
research projects came to an end. New goals
and final reports are summarised on our
projects information page.

Our research direction is
informed by the results of
our 2023 Insight Study
which involved over 300
members of the EB
community and over

150 healthcare
professionals.

Scarlett, has EBS.



https://www.debra.org.uk/news/debra-uk-starts-first-drug-repurposing-trial?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/psoriasis-tablets-repurposed-for-ebs?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/news/three-new-innovative-research-projects?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/news/eight-debra-uk-funded-research-projects-completed-in-2022?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/Listing/Category/current-projects?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/pages/category/eb-insights-study?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/news/eight-debra-uk-funded-research-projects-completed-in-2022?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/improved-blister-treatment-for-eb?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/news/debra-uk-partners-with-action-medical-research-to-fund-research-into-effective-treatments-for-childrens-ebs?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/news/debra-uk-partners-with-action-medical-research-to-fund-research-into-effective-treatments-for-childrens-ebs?utm_medium=offline&utm_source=mailing&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23


Our current research portfolio

Reducing DEB/JEB eye scarring
University of Melbourne, 2023-2024

Understanding airway disease in JEB
GOSH, UK, 2021-2023

Cannabinoid treatment for all EB pain and itch
UMCG, Netherlands, 2018-2023

Screening drugs to target RDEB cancer
CRUK, Glasgow, 2023-2025

Nanoneedle wound study in RDEB

Kings College London, UK, 2022-2025
Repurposing anti-scarring drugs in RDEB
Italy, 2018-2023

Skin microbiome of all EB types
University of Birmingham, UK, 2018-2023

‘Biofilms’ delay EB wound healing
University of Birmingham, UK, 2024-2025

CRISPR/Cas9 to repair RDEB gene
CIEMAT Spain, 2024-2025

Improving delivery of RDEB gene therapy
Singapore, 2024-2025

Simplified genetic testing for all EB types
QMUL, UK, 2023-2026

Sequencing EBS genes

CEDIGEA Argentina, 2024-2025

Wellbeing toolkit for all EB parents
Cardiff University, UK, 2024-2027

PhD: reducing blisters in JEB
QMUL, UK, 2024-2028

EB eye drops for all types of EB
University of Birmingham, UK, 2023-2025

Wound healing in all types of EB
University of Birmingham, UK, 2019-2023

Scarring in RDEB
Italy, 2020-2023

Immune system involvement in RDEB
NYMC, USA, 2020-2023

RDEB skin cancer
CRUK, Glasgow, 2019-2023

KEB and skin cancer
University of Edinburgh, UK, 2020-2023

Improved blister treatment for EBS
QMUL, UK, 2023-2026

Psoriasis tablets repurposed for EBS
France, 2023-2025

Permanent gene therapy for DEB
KCL, UK, 2024-2027

Treating JEB with laminin protein
QMUL, UK, 2023-2026

DEB cancer and mouth wound healing
QMUL, UK, 2024-2027

Repurposing statins for RDEB skin cancer
EB House Austria, 2024-2027

PhD: Improving skin repair in JEB
QMUL, UK, 2024-2028


https://www.debra.org.uk/reducing-eye-scarring?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/understanding-airway-disease-in-junctional-eb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/cannabinoid-treatment-for-pain-and-itch-in-eb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/repurposing-anti-scarring-drug?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/understanding-bacteria-and-immune-cells-in-eb-skin-to-improve-treatment-options
https://www.debra.org.uk/understanding-micrornas-and-their-role-in-recessive-dystrophic-eb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/screening-drugs-to-target-rdeb-cancer?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/rdeb-wound-characterisation-using-nanoneedles?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/eb-eye-drops?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/debra-clinical-fellow-specialising-in-eb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/biofilms-delay-eb-wound-healing
https://www.debra.org.uk/gene-editing-patches-to-repair-rdeb-gene?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/improving-delivery-of-rdeb-gene-therapy?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/simplified-genetic-eb-testing?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/sequencing-ebs-genes?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/wellbeing-toolkit-for-all-eb-parents?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/phd-reducing-blisters-in-jeb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/immune-system-involvement-in-rdeb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23
https://www.debra.org.uk/rdeb-skin-cancer?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/research-into-kindler-syndrome-and-the-development-of-skin-cancer?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/improved-blister-treatment-for-eb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-23

https://www.debra.org.uk/psoriasis-tablets-repurposed-for-ebs
https://www.debra.org.uk/permanent-gene-therapy-for-deb?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/treating-jeb-with-laminin-protein
https://www.debra.org.uk/deb-skin-cancer-and-wound-healing-in-the-mouth?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/repurposing-statins-for-rdeb-skin-cancer?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24

https://www.debra.org.uk/phd-improving-skin-repair-in-jeb-skin?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-projects-24


Opportunities to
promote your work
through DEBRA

We love to share blogs from the researchers

we’re funding and also provide the opportunity to
speak directly to our members through recorded
webinars. Please email us at research@debra.org.uk
if you would be interested in participating.

We also welcome potential speakers for our
Members’ Weekend in May 2024 which will be an
opportunity to meet DEBRA members living with
EB and share highlights of your current research
in a presentation or Q&A session. Please contact
Dr Sagair Hussain if you would be interested in
participating.

-
DEBRA representatives visited three EB I for all the work you do towards increasing
research groups across the UK, in Birmingham, { understanding of EB and driving us towards
Glasgow and QMUL (London). potential treatment options.

F —



mailto:sagair.hussain%40debra.org.uk?subject=
https://www.debra.org.uk/blogs/research-blogs?utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=leaflet&utm_campaign=research-roundup-23


Please forward this newsletter to any colleagues
you think may also be interested in applying for

our funding. If you have received this email from a
colleague, please leave your details so we can keep
you updated with future funding opportunities.

Thank you again to everyone
involved in research on EB.

_, 01344 771961 f /DEBRACharity
™ debra@debra.org.uk @B ©@charitydebra
@& www.debra.org.uk in /debra-uk

Q DEBRA, The Capitol Building, Oldbury, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 8FZ

DEBRA Royal Patron - HRH The Duchess of Edinburgh, GCVO
DEBRA President - Simon Weston CBE

A charity registered in England and Wales (1084958D) and Scotland (SC039654).
Company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (4118259).
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